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Forward in Excellence 

 

September 12, 2016 
 
Dear Parents of Underclass Students, 
 
We have received many calls, emails, and personal visits over the last few days raising concerns about 
the equity of our new parking regulations, which stipulate that we will not be allowing junior students to 
park on campus this school year.   We would like to take a moment to outline our rationale with the 
hope that you will reinforce our decision by not allowing your child to drive to school this year.   
 
This year our senior class approaches 300 in number, and we are constrained by the number of available 
parking spaces for students.  In fairness to the senior class, we simply cannot accommodate junior 
parking this year.  A five-year historical look at our parking records indicates that, on average, 75% of 
senior students request parking passes at some point during their 12th-grade year.  We anticipate the 
same or greater volume of requests this year, and need to reserve spots for Seniors who have not yet 
received their licenses.  Last year we were able to offer parking to junior students on a limited basis due 
to a smaller senior class and lower-than-average volume of requests.   We are not able to offer the same 
option this year.  
 
Please note that many of our Seniors drive to BOCES during the school day and are on flexible school 
schedules.  For this reason, you may notice that there are empty spots in our parking lot at a given time.  
These spots are reserved for students who are participating in off-campus programs at other schools 
and are not "open."  
 
We understand that parking for junior students who provide childcare, participate in after-school 
events, or who have employment after school would be a convenience, and apologize for the difficulty 
this decision causes.  We spent a significant amount of time investigating alternate options and were 
not successful.  A bus is available for your child immediately after school.  Juniors may, with parent 
consent, return to school with a vehicle after taking the bus or other transportation home.  Please 
refrain from calling, emailing, or visiting the school with requests for us to make an exception as we 
cannot honor them - for any reason - at this time.   
 
We will be distributing parking passes to senior students this week and will begin to actively monitor 
the parking lot for non-permitted vehicles on Wednesday, September 14th.  We have dedicated more 
staff to monitoring the parking lot than we have in the past, but will not be stopping traffic in the 
morning.  Stopping each car that enters the lot is unreasonable, would have a negative impact on traffic 
flow on Route 139, would create a dangerous and inconvenient situation for our busses and those who 
drive permitted vehicles, and would result in students missing instructional time.  Once school has 
started, we will begin to check vehicles in the parking lot.   
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The consequences for students who park at school without a permit are listed below: 
 

1st Offense  After-school detention 

 Cannot participate in extra-curricular 
events for the day, including sports. 

 Students will lose the ability to park for 
the first month of senior year.    

2nd Offense  1 week after-school detention  

 Cannot participate in extra-curricular 
events for one week, including sports 

 Parking boot installed, to be removed 
after parent conference during the 
school day.  

 Students will lose the privilege of 
parking on campus for their entire senior 
year.   

3rd Offense  1 month after-school detention 

 Cannot participate in extra-curricular 
events for one academic quarter or 
sport season, whichever is longer.   

 CAR TOWED AT OWNER'S EXPENSE 

 
 
We believe that support for this rule starts at home.  With your help, we will be able to equitably 
enforce the regulations.  Please show your support for our school by having a conversation with your 
child about the rationale behind this decision, the consequences for breaking the rule, and by not 
allowing them to leave school in the morning in a car knowing full well they cannot park on campus.  
Though the rule may be inconvenient, we feel that allowing a junior student to drive to school knowing 
that this rule is in place undermines the authority of the school and ultimately makes it significantly 
more difficult to maintain an environment of mutual respect, moral character, and community values.   
 
We feel that these values make our school a place of growth and development and bond our 
community together.  We thank you for partnering with us and appreciate all you do to support our 
great school and community.   
 
Professionally,  
 
The SHS Administrative Team 
 


